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What is intellectual property?



Careers in Intellectual Property

•Inventor (industry or 
academia)
•Patent Attorney 
(Patent Agent)
•Patent Support 
Officer (Formalities 
Officer)
•Patent Examiner

TRADEMARKS

• Trademark Attorney 

• Trademark Support 
Officer 

• Trademark Examiner

GENERAL

• IP Solicitor 

• IP Manager

• IP Searcher or Analyst

PATENTS

• Inventor (industry or 
academia)

• Patent Attorney

• Patent Support 
Officer

• Patent Examiner



What is a Patent?

An exclusive (negative right)…

 …in a territory…

  …for a limited period of time…

   …in respect of an invention…

    …in exchange for publication…

     …of complete disclosure of the invention.



Real world example
A compound of Formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof:

wherein
R1 is a cyclopropyl substituted with one or more groups…
R2 and R3 are independently –H, halo, alkyl, alkoxy, -CF3, -CHF2, -CH2F, or –
OCF3;
R4 is selected from the group consisting of 6-membered aryl, 6-membered 
heteroaryl…, and
R5 is H, halo, or alkyl.



What does a patent attorney do?

• Private practice or in house?

• Drafting
• Prosecution
• Post-grant proceedings
• Litigation 

• Commercial advice
• IP strategy and portfolio management
• Freedom to Operate 
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What does it take?

• STEM Degree

• Ability to quickly understand and communicate new concepts

• Interest in law

• Analytical and problem-solving skills

• Ability to structure a precise, coherent argument 

• Time management skills



Qualifications

CHARTERED PATENT ATTORNEY (UK)

• Two stages:

• Foundation exams or university 
course

• Final exams

• Training provided by employers, the 
Chartered Institute of Patent 
Attorneys (CIPA) or third-party 
courses

• Minimum 2 years, average 4-6 years 
to complete

EUROPEAN PATENT ATTORNEY

• Three stages:

• Foundation exam (after 1 year+)

• M1 & M2 exams (after 2 years+)

• M3 & M4 exams (after 3 years+)

• Required to train under supervision 
of a professional representative

• Minimum 3 years, average 4-5 years 
to complete



How to learn more

• Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys 
www.cipa.org.uk

• IP Careers                                       
www.ipcareers.co.uk

• Chartered Institute of Trade Mark Attorneys 
https://www.citma.org.uk/ 

http://www.cipa.org.uk/
http://www.ipcareers.co.uk/
https://www.citma.org.uk/
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Thank you for listening
Any Questions?

Niamh Crabtree | ncrabtree@secerna.com
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